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periosteum, and after a few days, as ho was endeavouring to draw his leg up in 
bed, broke transversely across. The suporior portion of the patella protruded so 
much from the wound in consequence of the retraction of the extensor muscles, 
that, after various unsuccessful attempts to reduce and koop it in place, it was re¬ 
moved by amputation. The kneo was now much inflamed and swollen. The 
wound gaped horribly, and overy symptom gavo indication of a fatal issue. A 
fungous vegetation sprang up from overy side of the wound, filled up the envity, 
and formed a spongy protuberant mass above and around it. Hemorrhage followed 
every application ot caustic that was made to check its exuberant growth, as well 
as compression, even the slightest touch. The miserable patient became extremely 
exhausted, and amputation of the diseased and crippled limb seemed the only 
alternative, and oven that a doubtful one. 

At this juncture, three weeks from the period of the burn, tho wound wns dressed 
with Singleton’s Golden Ointment, under which a cure was gradually effected. 

A largo ugly-looking puckered cicatrix remains over and nbove the loft portion 
of tho joint. Tho inferior portion of the patolla is drawn round upon the outside 
of tho knee-joint. Tho leg is rotated outwards, and the heel thrown in so as to 
point to tho hollow of the right foot. Tho toos arc thrown out and drawn up 
towards the metatarsal bones, and the whole foot is drawn inwards, and Hexed 
upon tho tibia in such a manner ns to mako utmost a right nnglo with the leg. 
There is also considerable deformity of tho right foot and ankle, though less than 
of tho left. 

There is no curvaturo of tho spine, nor has there been at any time. Nor is 
there any complaint whatover of tho back. He can get into and out of a carriage, 
mount a horse from the ground without assistance, and rido off at any pace, lie 
has been elected constable and collector of the town where ho resides tor a number 
of successive years, discharged the duties of his oflice acceptably to tho public, 
and attends to many other kinds of business. Hu has married within two years, 
and has one child. In fact, lie is, in every sense of the word, as well as ho ever 
was, except his crippled condition. 

Gastrotomy .—An interesting enso in which this operation wns performed, 
was read before the Tennessee Stnto Medical Society by Hr. J. E. Mani.ovk, and 
is published in tho lloslon Mat. anil Surp. Journ. (July 23, 1848.) Tho patient, a 
coloured boy, 17 years of ago, was suffering when Dr. M. first saw him, 7th July, 
1844, Under somo general uneasiness of tho abdomen, and fever, and had been 
constipated for 12 or IS days. Ho had taken cpsom salts, castor oil and several 
enemata without effect, bleeding ad dclimiiem animi, calomel and opium, stimu¬ 
lating enemata, the introduction of flexible tubes as far as possible into the intes¬ 
tines, enemata with tart, antimony, &c., failed to produce an evacuation from the 
bowels. Tho patient’s condition on tho 10th July was as follows:—“Abdomen 
enormously distended; difficulty of breathing; extremities cold; pulse very 
feeble and quick; countenance anxious; no evacuation. Gnstrotomy was con¬ 
sidered the only possible means of even prolonging his lifo; and although the 
operation promised but little benefit, yet the certainly of death without it, justified 
us, iu our estimation at least, in undertaking its performance. An incision was 
made in the median lino, commences about two inches below tho umbilicus, and 
extending down towards the pubis four or five inches. Tho peritoneum and 
bowel along the lower half of tho incision hud formed a most intimato adhesion, 
and in cutting through the former an opening of about one-fourth of an inch iu 
extent was made into tho latter. From tho opening there proceeded largo quanti¬ 
ties of flatus and liquid feces, as well as tho oil and turpentino, which had been 
tnkou. On further examination, it was discovered that the intestines wore united 
to tho peritoneum by extensive adhesions at various points within reach of the 
finger and probe. Tito wound was closed by sutures and adhesive straps, except 
the opening into tho intestine. The amendment in all tho symptoms in one hour 
was astonishing; tho extremities became waim, the pulse slower and fuller, and 
during tho morning ho was ablo to fan himself, the weather being excessively 
Warm. On the next day his appetite was good, and ho continued to improve and 
to dischargo tho contents of tho bowels through the artificial anus until the 17th 
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day after (lie operation, when tho bowels acted naturally, the openin'' bavin" 
nearly closed.” ° 

Six months before tho boy’s present illness, ho had received an injury from the 
falling of a piece of timber on tho abdomen, from which tho adhesions dis¬ 
covered in the operation resulted. The boy was well nine months after the ope¬ 
ration, and was exhibited at the meeting ot tho Society, 

1 ho roportor advocates tho operations in similar eases, and in support of his 
views adduced the following case: 

“ Dr. Wilson, of this county, was called to attend, in conjunction with several 
others, a negro man, who was supposed to bo labouring under intussusception. 
All remedies had been used to procure evacuation of the bowels which ingenuity 
could suggest, but in vain j and the patient was reduced to tho last point of life. 
Gastrotomy was determined to be tho only means of affording relief. It was per¬ 
formed by Dr. W., and the intestines drawn out of the cavity of the abdomen 
until the point of obstruction was arrived tit. About one inch of the ileum was 
found to bo invaginaled; and the attempt to relieve the intussusceptcd portion, 
discovered tho fact that adhesions had been formed between the receivin'' anti 
received parts of the intestine. The adhesions were dissected loose, and the 
bowels returned into the abdomen. Natural passages immediately took place, and 
tho patient was rapidly restored to porfect health. It is not unreasonable to sup¬ 
pose tho chances of recovery would have been much enhanced, had the operation 
been performed before tho adhesions were established.” 

We much fear that such fortunate results are not likely to often follow in similar 
cases. 

Ummitcd Fracture of Femur successfully treated by the Scion.—tty Cham.ks A Pom- 
hi. D., l’rof. Aunt, in Univ. of St. Louis. (St. JmuIs Med. and Surg. down ., July! 
IS-15.) A man 20 years of ago, had his right thigh fractured May loth, in three 
places, by a liorso, which ho was riding, running against a tree, lie was conveyed 
homo, and Desault’s apparatus applied to the limb, which was not bandaged. 
He remained in bed six weeks, at the end of which time, tho fracture at the mid- 
dlo third of the thigh had not united. The limb was then bandaged, and the splints 
were reapplied. Extension and counter-extension wore not now, as before, made 
u , so °‘i ““ “Mount of the limb having been found longer than that of the opposite 
side. I lie splints and bandages were again removed on the 1st of August, and 
still there existed motion at the seat of fracture. The patient was then advised to 
got up, and to use his leg, having his thigh supported by a broad strong leathern 
belt. Ibis was worn for several weeks without any improvement, as ho could 
bear little or no weight on tho liipt), ,atul was compelled in consequence to go on 
crutches. Tho patient now consulted two other surgeons, one of whom recom¬ 
mended pressure and rest, with bathing the limb in salt and water, and tho other 
tight bandaging, giving direction at tho same time, that he should use his limb as 
much as possible. He persevered for some weeks in this course, but experienc¬ 
ing no improvement, he had abandoned all hope of an amelioration of his condition. 

Ill the following October, the patient came under Dr. l’.’s care. At this time the 
right lower extremity was a little longer than the left. Tho right leg was also 
much smaller than its fellow,—the thigh somewhat curved, and presenting a con¬ 
vexity outwards. Irregular swellings, the callous tumours of ummitcd fractures 
could bo fell along the bone for five or six inches below the trochanter major. 
Midway the thigh, there existed considerable motion, which was greatest,when tho 
thi"h was deviated outwards or forwards. Slight pain was experienced when 
such deviations wore impressed upon the limb, and at tho seat of the lion-united 
fractures, the upper fragment projecting like a rounded point, could bo discerned 
through the skin and muscles. From the position of the fragments so far as they 
could with difficulty bo ascertained in a thick and fleshy limb, and from the cir¬ 
cumstance of motion being greater in certain directions than in others, Dr. P. in¬ 
ferred the plane of fracture to have been oblique from above downwards, and from 
within outwards, and that fibro-ligamcntons bauds extending between the frag¬ 
ments, more or less partially united them. 

The patient wont about on crutches, with his limbs shrunken and liaimin" use¬ 
less by tho sido of its fellow. 

No. XN.— October, 1845. 
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